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raine to France; and the Milanese to M. de Lorraine,
as compensation for taking away from him his terri-
tory.

The King of England made this proposition first of
all to our King; who, tired of war, and anxious for re-
pose, as was natural at his age, made few difficulties,
and soon accepted. M. de Lorraine was not in a posi-
tion to refuse his consent to a change recommended
by England, France, and Holland. Thus much being
settled, the Emperor was next applied to. But he was
not so easy to persuade: he wished to inherit the entire
succession, and would not brook the idea of seeing the
House of Austria driven from Italy, as it would have
been if the King of England's proposal had been car-
ried out. He therefore declared it was altogether un-
heard of and unnatural to divide a succession under
such circumstances, and that he would hear nothing
upon the subject until after the death of the King of
Spain. The resistance he made caused the whole
scheme to come to the ears of the King of Spain, in-
stead of remaining a secret, as was intended.

The King of Spain made a great stir in consequence
of what had taken place, as though the project had
been formed to strip him, during his lifetime, of his
realm. His ambassador in England spoke so inso-
lently that he was ordered to leave the country by
William, and retired to Flanders. The Emperor, who
did not wish to quarrel with England, intervened at this
point, and brought about a reconciliation between the
two powers. The Spanish ambassador returned to
London.

The Emperor next endeavoured to strengthen his